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Missouri ACA Marketplace Enrollment Declines and  

Potential 2027 Premium Increases 
 

Recent analyses indicate Missouri has experienced one of the steepest declines in Affordable Care Act (ACA) 

Marketplace enrollment following the expiration of enhanced federal premium tax credits. At the same time, 

insurers nationally are proposing substantial premium increases for 2027, raising concerns about affordability 

and access to coverage for Missouri residents. 
 

Missouri Enrollment Declines 

Recently released CMS enrollment data show Missouri's effectuated Marketplace enrollment fell from 

approximately 347,424 in February 2025 to 260,999 in February 2026—a decline of about 25 percent (more 

than 86,000 people). This decline exceeded the national average (i.e., a 12% drop in effectuated plans 

nationally) and suggests that many Missourians were unable or unwilling to maintain coverage as premiums 

increased after enhanced subsidies expired. (Effectuated coverage means that consumers paid their first 

month’s premium. Many Americans signed up for Marketplace plans hoping that the enhanced premium tax 

credits would be renewed. When Congress failed to act, many folks couldn’t afford the monthly premium and 

chose to drop their coverage.) 
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Why This Matters 

A shrinking Marketplace can create a less balanced risk pool as healthier individuals leave coverage. Higher 

average medical costs among remaining enrollees can contribute to additional premium increases, potentially 

leading to further enrollment losses. Missouri hospitals, federally qualified health centers, and other safety-

net providers may also experience increased uncompensated care. 

 

Potential Impact of 2027 Premium Increases 

KFF Health System Tracker reports that ACA Marketplace insurers are requesting a median premium increase 

of roughly 14 percent for 2027. Although Missouri's final rates have not been approved, Missouri Marketplace 

plans are expected to face similar pressures from rising medical costs, prescription drug spending, inflation, 

and a smaller risk pool. 

 

Key Implications for Missouri 

• Further Marketplace enrollment declines if affordability worsens. 

• Increased financial burden for consumers receiving limited premium assistance. 

• Higher uncompensated care costs for providers. 

• Greater need for outreach, enrollment assistance, and consumer education. 

• Potential effects on insurer participation and plan choice. 

 

Conclusion 

Missouri's significant Marketplace enrollment decline and the prospect of another year of substantial 

premium increases underscore the importance of monitoring Marketplace affordability and supporting 

consumers as they navigate coverage options. These trends could have meaningful implications for coverage, 

access to care, and the financial stability of Missouri's health care safety net. 


